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One day I was contacted  over the phone by Sheik Ahmed Tijani Ben Omar of Chicago inviting me to an International Islamic Conference called Islam in the 21st Century, to be held in Chicago, Illinois at the Chicago Hilton and Towers Hotel, from July 3 to 6, 1997. This Conference was hosted by the Nation of Islam in conjunction with the World Islamic People's Leadership Conference whose President is the Libyan Leader Col. Muammar Qaddafi and the Vice President is Louis Farrakhan. My experience at the conference made me wonder:  Had Farrakhan come into or made an intention to embrace true Islam?  Or was this an act to gain acceptance from the Muslim Community?  One point was clear to me. Instead of condemning and cutting off dialogue with the Nation of Islam, all Muslims have a responsibility to share knowledge and continue to invite the followers of the Nation of Islam and others to a better understanding of Islam.
I accepted the invitation to attend and speak at several sessions.  There were plenary sessions on "The Oneness of Allah and the Oneness of His Community.”  There were also workshops on "Islamic Science and Technology," "Islamic Health," and "Modern Methods of Propagation for the New Century."  I acted as the Moderator for a session on "Islamic Science, Technology and Communication Systems for the New Century."  Other interesting and timely workshops that were conducted were "The Need to Return to Moral Excellence," "Islamic Education in the New Century," "Islamic Family Life,” “Courtship and Preparation for Marriage,” “Strengthening Family and Home Life," "Islamic Law in the New Century,” "Islamic Economics and Banking in the New Century," "Conflict Resolution Among Muslims,"  "The Role of Women in Islam",  "The Place of Architecture, Art, and Culture in Islam", and "Advancement of Muslims Socially, Politically, and Economically in Western Society, and in other Countries.”  I accepted the invitation for two reasons: 1.) to share my humble knowledge and 2.) to observe first-hand the activities of the organization "The Nation of Islam."

This International Islamic Conference was well organized and executed. Many scholars came from many parts of the world such as Canada, Mexico, Panama, Trinidad, Sri Lanka, Great Britain, Philippines, Dagestan(Russia), South Africa, Nigeria, Morocco, Gambia, Uganda, Senegal, Ghana, Greece, Cyprus, Egypt, Jordon, Palestine, Lebanon, Yemen, United Arab Emirates, and, of course, from many cities in USA. The final session ended at the McCormic Place where Col. Muammar Qaddafi, the Libyan Leader, spoke to the participants via satellite T.V. Also this session was televised all over the Muslim World. The finale of the International Conference was when Farrahkhan  spoke to the audience with remarkable ability. On that final evening, I received a dinner invitation at the home of the Leader of the Nation of Islam along with all the foreign delegates and a few American delegates. Farrahkhan was a gracious host and everyone enjoyed the delicious dishes and the sumptuous dinner. 

There were many events that made me believe that Farrakhan had accepted or was on the path towards true Islam. First, during the five daily prayers held at either Mosque Maryam or Hilton Inn, I saw Farrakhan praying with us like a Sunni Muslim. One of the visiting scholars put a white turban on the head of Farrahkhan and declared him Imam or leador. I did not hear that he was proclaimed as the leader of the American Muslims or the entire Muslim Ummah. He simply said that he is the "Imam" or Leader of the Nation of Islam.  Second, some Chicago Muslims such as Mustafa Ali, Moin "Moon" Khan, the media relations coordinator for the Council of Islamic Organization in Illinois, and Dr. Amir Ali, the Managing Director of the Institute of
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Islamic Information and Education (IIIE) have rightly criticized the Nation of Islam with regard to their concept of Allah. One of the participants in the Conference, Syed S. Khundmiri, who is the Executive Director of Geo-Political Academy, Burbanks, California interviewed the Leader of the Nation of Islam.  His exclusive interview was published in the PAKISTAN LINK  of August 1997. Attention was drawn to a reference in the Final Call, the weekly newspaper published by the Nation of Islam, inside last page, to Item 12.  It reads, "We believe that Allah (God) appeared in the person of Master W.D. Fard Muhammad in July 1930, the long awaited Messiah of the Christians and the Mehdi of the Muslims."  To this Farrakhan replied, "To us Honorable W.D. Fard Muhammed was an Arab, born to a Black man and a White woman in 1877 in Makkah… Honorable Fard Muhammed came to us from Makkah, taught us about Islam. He informed us about our Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) who was the last messenger of Allah on whom the Holy Qur'an was revealedwhich teaches us the right path of Allah. The reference of item No. 12 and other references in the (NOI) literature, are nothing but to say that he was our Savior, our messiah, our Mehdi, not the god. He never asked us to keep his picture. He prayed in the name of Allah and taught us how to pray."  In the conference, Farrakhan reiterated, "the Sunnah, the way of Muhammad ibn Abdullah (PBUH) is the only way for the Muslims. Only his Sunnah, only his way, only his practice will lead us to success in establishing Islam in America and reviving the spirit of Islam of Islam among Muslims throughout the world."

On the other hand, there are many important issues that have yet to be resolved.  First, Farakhan has re-taken the Shahadah or claimed to have accepted true Islam on many occasions.  In the mid 80's he went to Saudi Arabia and visited Jeddah and Makkah.  There he made these claims and raised millions of dollars for his organization. It seemed that he made these claims simply with the intent of raising money, gaining acceptance from the mainstream Muslim community, and becoming an endorsed spokesman for Muslims in America.  Second, as mentioned, in the Nation of Islam’s weekly newspaper, the Final Call, there is always a a section called "What Muslims Believe".  There are approximately fourteen points listed.  Numbers 5 and 12 are the most disturbing.  Number 5 states that they do not believe in life after death.  Instead they believe in the mental resurrection of the black man.  Number 12 states that they believe in Allah.  They believe that Allah is a man named W.D. Fard Muhammad and that his final messenger is Elija Muhammad.  As mentioned previously, Farrakhan tried to clarify what the Nation of Islam means by these statements. The statement says that they believe that W.D. Fard is Allah.  Yet, when asked, they say, “Really, we do not hold him as God but as a teacher.”  Which is their true belief?  If they have really changed why has every weekly newspaper since the conference included all of these misleading statements?  Any conversion to mainstream Islam would include, if not begin with, the removal of these harsh lies about Islam.

We need to continue to have dialogue with the Nation of Islam.  Alhamdulillah, Muslims are doing very well conducting dialogues with Christians and Jews.  In a dialogue, a topic is chosen.  Then, a Muslim scholar is asked to present the Islamic viewpoint on the topic followed by another scholar from another faith.  Using this method, the audience is allowed to see the similarities and differences between faiths and to examine their own religious beliefs.  Why don’t we have dialogues with the Nation of Islam?  I personally believe we must interact with the Nation of Islam with Hikmah (wisdom) and Sabr (patience) in the model of our Rasoolallah (PBUH). Muslims of North America will derive immense benefits and rewards by welcoming the Nation of Islam as our brothers and sisters in Islam. May Allah(SWT) guide us and show us the right path and bring all of us from darkness unto light. Ameen!
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE

The Islamic Research Foundation was founded in August of 1988 and incorporated in the Commonwealth of Kentucky as  a non-profit,  religious, educational, and charitable organization. The basic purpose of the organization is to revive the Islamic Renaissance (the Golden Age of Islam) through intellectual advancement of the Muslim Ummah throughout the world.. It has secured a tax-exempt status from the Internal Revenue Service. Hence contributions to the Foundations are tax-deductible.  Since the Foundation is a charitable organization, it is eligible to receive Zakah and Sadaqa funds also.
There are more than 5,000 charitable and grants awarding foundations in America, but none serve the Islamic cause.  The Islamic Research Foundation plans to be the first Muslim foundation to sponsor projects that further its mission to serve the Islamic cause.

To revive the Islamic Renaissance through intellectual advancement of the Muslim Ummah it is imperative to award research grants, scholarships, and establishing centers of higher learning that integrate Islamic and modern education. The  Foundation promotes understanding of the Qur’an and Hadith in the light of modern knowledge as Islam is a Deen for all times and for all places.

The Foundation promotes the establishment of Ijtihad to tackle contemporary problems facing the Muslim Ummah arising from advances in science and technology, genetic engineering, and medical breakthroughs.

In this year it is appropriate and pertinent to take stock of the achievements of the Foundation in its one decade of struggle to be viable.  The Fountain has been publishing a Newsletter which is in its 9th year of publication. The Newsletter was previously called  ‘Ilm.  Last year the name was changed to ‘Aalim.  The Foundation conducted  several Essay Writing Competitions for Muslim Youth in the age group of 15 to 25 years and awarded First, Second and Thirds  Prizes of  $500, $300 and $200 respectively on subjects of stimulating  interest.  The Office Bearers and Members of the Foundation were invited to give presentations on varied subjects such as  Qur’an and Science,  Islamic Perspectives on Environment and Ecology, The Origin of Man and on Muslim Women’s Issues at the Centenary of the Parliament of World Religions held in  Chicago from August-September, 1993.  The pinnacle of the Foundation’s achievement is the holding of the International  Conference on Islamic Renaissance: Action Plan for the 21st Century,  held in Chicago in May 1995. The Keynote speakers were Professor Seyyed Hossein Nasr of Washington University, Washington , D.C.  and Dr. Ziauddin Sardar of London, Great Britain, United Kingdom.  There were several educational and informative Workshops on varied subjects such as Drug Addiction, Education, Finance, Astronomy and  Moon Sighting,  Health of the Muslim Ummah,  Mortgage Free Housing,  Islamic Food,  etc.  All the Sessions and Workshops have been Videotaped and they are available for sale to the public ( Please see our Ad elsewhere).

The Vice-President of the Foundation, Dr. T.O. Shanavas will be shortly publishing his very informative and provocative book titled “Creation And/Or Evolution: An Islamic Point of View of the Origin of the Universe and the Human Being”  which will be sold at $15.95 per copy.

The President of the Foundation, Dr. Ibrahim B. Syed  has  two manuscripts titled “Intellectual Achievements of the Muslims” and  “Qur’anic Inspirations for Scientists”  which are ready to be published. However a suitable Publisher has not been  decided upon.

The Secretary of the Foundation, Dr. Syed Eqbal Hasan, has been instrumental as Editor of this publication to bring it to its current elevated status  whose  contents are listed in Islamica Periodica and it is circulated throughout the world in all the five continents of the world. Dr. Syed E. Hasan has written many scholarly articles including the one on the interpretation of the Mountains as pegs mentioned in the Qur’an.  This will be published in the next issue of the Aalim, Insya Allah. 
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THE BIG BANG THEORY: A QUR'ANIC PERSPECTIVE

by Ibrahim B. Syed, Ph.D., D.Sc.
One of the great mysteries facing scientists today is the answers to the following two questions:

1. WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF THE UNIVERSE?

2. WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF LIFE?

The answer to the first question is more difficult to answer than the second question.  Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an that the creation of the universe was a greater problem than the creation of man.  The following verse in the Qur'an alludes to the Big Bang Theory:

DO THEY NOT THE UNBELIEVERS SEE THAT THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WERE JOINED TOGETHER (AS ONE UNIT OF CREATION) BEFORE WE CLOVE THEM ASUNDER?  WE MADE FROM WATER EVERY LIVING THING.  WILL THEY NOT THEN BELIEVE?  Surah: 21. Al-Anbiyaa, Ayah 30

The origin of universe has been explained by several cosmological theories.  One theory that seems philosophically far more attractive is called the Steady-State  model. This theory was proposed in the 1940s by Herman Bondi, Thomas Gold and Fred Hoyle. They stated that the universe has always been just about the same as it is now.  As it expands, new matter is continually created to fill up the gaps between the galaxies. 

This theory has been replaced by the "Standard Model" or the "Big Bang" Theory. Using the Doppler effect the astronomers confirmed that the galaxies are moving away and that the universe is expanding.  The birth of the universe has been estimated to be between 15 and 30 billion years ago. 

The experimental confirmation of the Big Bang Theory came from the detection of the Cosmic Microwave Radiation Background by a pair of radio astronomers, Arno. A. Penzias and Robert W. Wilson. In 1964, they were working at the Bell Telephone Laboratory which had in its possession an unusual radio antenna on Crawford Hill at Holmdel, New Jersey.  By measuring the cosmic microwave radiation background which is the noise left over from the early universe, they calculated the temperature in the universe to be 3.5 degrees Kelvin. 

In the beginning, there was an explosion. This explosion is not the same as one observes on earth. As a result of this explosion, space and time were born and started to expand to this day, and they will continue to expand in the future. The temperature of the universe was about a hundred thousand million degrees Centigrade. It was so hot that none of the components of ordinary matter molecules, or atoms or even the nuclei of atoms, could have held together. In the early universe there was abundance of electrons, positrons (anti-electron) and neutrinos, ghostly particles with no mass or electric charge.  Finally, the universe was filled with light. Light consists of particles of zero mass and zero electrical charge known as photons. The number and the average energy of the photons was about the same as for electrons, positrons or neutrinos. These particles were continually being created out of pure energy (original source of all matter in the present day universe-galaxies, nebulae, stars, planets, earth, etc.).

As the time passed and the temperature of the universe cooled, nucleosynthesis took place and hydrogen and helium along with other heavy elements were formed.  After 3 minutes of the Big Bang, the universe consisted of 73 percent hydrogen and 27 percent helium. The resulting gases under the influence of gravitation ultimately condensed to form the galaxies and stars of the present universe.

The Big Bang Theory is very close to a comprehensive understanding of Surah 21, Al-Anbiyaa, Ayath 30, which is cited above.  In his note # 2690, Allama Yusuf Ali says, "The evolution of the ordered worlds as we see them is hinted at. As man's intellectual gaze over the physical world expands, he sees more and more how Unity is the dominating note in Allah's wonderful Universe.  Taking the solar system alone, we know that the maximum intensity of sun-spots corresponds with the maximum intensity of magnetic storms on this earth.  The universal law of gravitation seems to bind all mass together. Physical facts point to the throwing off of planets from vast quantities of diffused nebular matter, of which the central condensed core is sun." Of course when Allama Yusuf Ali wrote this commentary it was 1935, long before the Big Bang Theory was espoused and long before the discovery of the Cosmic Microwave Background Radiation.

Conclusion: The Big Bang Theory does not contradict the Quranic revelation(21:30) and it can be used as a Tafsir in understanding.

REFERENCE:Weinberg,S.:The First Three Minutes. A Modern View of the Origin of the Universe. Basic Books, Inc. Publishers, N.Y.   1977. 
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BOOK REVIEW

PROPHET MUHAMMAD: THE LAST MESSENGER IN THE BIBLE

by Kais Al-Kalby

Reviewed by Ibrahim Syed, Ph.D.

This is an informative, detailed, enlightening, illustrated and voluminous book. It is a book of instructions, history, and facts for the scholars of religion.  This book has been published to facilitate the understanding of the several prophecies in the Bible (Deuteronomy,18:18-19, Isaiah, 42:1-21, 21:13-17, Daniel, 2:44, John,1:19-27, 16:5-14; and many others) concerning the coming of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.). In this effort, Al Kalby, does a superb job and cites verses in the Hebrew/Greek/Arabic and English languages for the benefit of interested readers with scholarly explanations. 

The book is divided into seven parts, with each part having several chapters. Only part four is devoted to the theme of the book.  Other parts provide a source of information on various aspects of Islam: the Oneness of God, Brief History of the World Before Prophet Muhammad, Science in the Holy Quran, Why They Have Chosen Islam, and General Information About Islam. At he end of book there are 13 appendices, one page of References and only one page of Index for this massive book. There is a dire need to cite the References in a scholarly way  and to vastly expand the Index.

It is also the intention of this book to show that Allah (God) being the Creator of all things, the One and Only, has powers far beyond our abilities to imagine.  It is not known who or where this book is printed. The next edition should be released as a Hardbound, instead of the present Paperback, as many pages are not properly bound, they are loose and coming off the book.  I recommend this book for both Muslims and non-Muslims who want to learn more or conduct research in comparative religion.

[Reference: Al-Kalby, K.: Prophet Muhammad the Last Messenger in the Bible, published by American Muslim Cultural Association, P. O. Box 901412, Palmdale, CA 93550, USA, 688 pp. 1994 Third Edition. Price: $25.00]

THE INSTITUTION OF ZAKAH

by: Mohammed Mazhar Hussaini

Reviewed by Ibrahim Syed, Ph.D.

This book has been published to facilitate the understanding of the institution of Zakah in easy form.  This slim book on The Institution of Zakah is written with the objective to make Muslims aware of the importance, necessity, setup, canon, and qualifications of the obligation of Zakah which is one of the five pillars of Islam.  Once this comprehension is gained, the religious and socio-economic influence of Zakah on Muslim individuals as well as Muslim communities may be achieved.

This slim book contains 13 chapters, with the last chapter devoted to the glossary of key terms. The various chapters are devoted to explain the criteria and validity of Zakah payment, Nisab-the prescribed (threshold) limit, recipients and distribution of Zakah, the difference between Zakah and Sadaqah, and a chapter covering Do It Yourself Zakah. In assembling this book the author has deduced the rulings directly from the Qur'an and Sunnah and they have been corroborated with appropriate references in the form of Notes. In the end it has pertinent References for further study and an Index which needs to be elaborated as pertinent words such as Rikaz, jwelry, diamonds,  precious stones, rental property, profits, dividends, etc., are missing. 

In the examples on Fortuitous Fortune (Rikaz), oil is missing for which the Zakah is 20%. The oil producing Muslim countries earn 100 billion dollars per year and they should distribute 20 billion dollars as Zakah to Zakah recipients.Has anyone heard on this?  The chapter on Do It Yourself Zakah, will be very helpful if there is a hypothetical worksheet with numerical examples.

The author should be commended for writing a very slim chapter on Zakah Model of North America. He has estimated that out of six millions Muslim living in North America, about $300 million could be collected annually and an additional $27 million could be collected from Zakat-ul-Fitr(at $5.00 per Muslim) per year.  Every Muslim should possess this book as a ready reference source for understanding and giving Zakah.

[Reference: Hussaini, M.M.: The Institution of Zakah, published by Al-Meezan International Inc., 125 N. Vincent Drive, Bolingbrook, IL 60440, U.S.A. 42 p. 1996. Price: $3.00]
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MARRIAGE AND FAMILY IN ISLAM

By  Mohammed Mazhar Hussaini

Reviewed by Ibrahim Syed, Ph.D.

This book has been published to introduce Islamic values and the rules of a Muslim marriage and a Muslim family.  The objective is to prepare young Muslims temperamentally, intellectually, and spiritually for Islamic marriages and to direct them in establishing Muslim families on spiritual guidance. The attainment of harmony, bliss, and affluence through Muslim marriages and families is the proven evidence of the Islamic way of life (deen).

This slim book contains 11 chapters covering pertinent topics. The various chapters are devoted to explain the institution of marriage, mate selection, the Nikah, the rights in Islamic family, the foundations of an Islamic family, conflict management, dissolution of marriage and inheritance.  In writing this book the author has utilized the Qur'an and Sunnah as the source materials. In the end it has pertinent References for further study and an Index which needs to be elaborated as pertinent words such as nuptial, pre-nuptial, will, divorce, marriage, inheritance, conflict, rights, alimony, spousal, sexual relations, family, etc.,  are missing. 

The Qur'anic Ayaath are printed in Arabic in the beautiful and easy to read Persian script with English translation. However the script of the marriage sermon (Khutba-tun-Nikah) is not in the Persian script Arabic. It is highly desirable to include the concluding Du'a for bride and groom in Arabic and its English translation. 

The author should be commended for including three Appendices on pre-nuptial commitment,  Islamic marriage contract and last will and testament. In the Islamic marriage contract there is provision for Mahr only in US$, and no provision for property, jewelry, or movable valuables.  Every Muslim should possess this book as a ready reference source for understanding and practicing the Islamic Shariah on Marriage.

[Reference: Hussaini, M.M.: Marriage and Family in Islam, published by Al-Meezan International Inc., 125 N. Vincent Drive, Bolingbrook, IL 60440, U.S.A. 66 p. 1996. Price: Not known] 

DRUGS MUSLIMS SHOULD AVOID

By Ibrahim B. Syed, Ph.D.
CAFFEINE: Found in coffe, tea, and Cola drinks-also in Chocolate-this drug stimulates wakefulness and awareness.  Heavy use can cause nervousness and insomnia (sleeplessness).  Long term heavy use may contribute to heart attack.

ALCOHOL: Ethyl alcohol is the active ingredient in wine, beer, and liquor.  In moderate doses, it produces relaxation, euphoria (feeling of weel being). Heavy use can damage the brain, heart, and liver.  Alcoholism is a serious worldwide social problem.

NICOTINE: Found in tobacco, nicotine is a relaxant, and one of the world's most pervasive addictive drugs.  Studies have linked smoking to cancer, lung damage (cancer, chronic bronchitis and emphysema)  and heart disease and impotence in males.

MARIJUANA/HASHISH: Made from the Cannabis sativa plant, marijuana alters perception (ability to recognize objects or feelings), produces euphoria (feeling of well being), confuses sense of time.

NARCOTICS: Codeine, morphine, opium, heroin, methadone, demerol, and others.  Narcotics are pain killers and cause a sense of euphoria and drastic alteration of perception.  All are extremely addictive.  Heavy misuse can lead to death.

BARBITURATES: Barbiturates are pharmaceuticals which go under various trade names.  Prescribed by doctors for their sedative effects, these pills produce sleepiness, relaxation, etc. They are addictive and cause twice as many deaths from over-doses every year as heroin.  Mixing them with alcohol is a dangerous practice.

MINOR TRANQUILLIZERS:  Drugs like Valium and Librium relieve anxiety and muscle tension.  They are the world's most prescribed drugs, operating on the body much the same as barbiturates.

AMPHETAMINES: These stimulants, which go by various trade names, increase alertness and elevate moods.  Overuse can produce paranoia (mental derangement with delusions of grandeur, persecution, etc.) and increased blood pressure.  They are prescription durgs but are often obtained illegally.

COCAINE: Comes from the tropical Coca bush.  Not physically addictive, Cocaine (usually seen as a white powder) produces a physical high.  Chronic use may damage nasal membranes and produce effects similar to abuse of amphetamines.
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WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP

· More than an acquaintance

· Arises out of mutual interests and common aims

· Demands: frankness, self-revelation

· Takes criticism as seriously as their admiration or praise

· Stands-by-each other 

· Assists to the point of self-sacrifice

· Genuine friendships take time, takes effort to make and work to keep

· It is a form of love, one of the most important ones

· Good friends BRING YOU UP and bad friends BRING YOU DOWN


· Being a friend is important to our moral development

· Real frieds don’t allow our friends to get drunk, cheat, or deceive

· Friends stick together in ADVERSITY

· Gives more than they expect to receive

· Incites each other to higher purposes

Learn about the great sacrifices of Sahabas for the friendship of Prophet Muhammad(pbuh) and other Muslims

Your contributions enable the IRF to provide valuable services to the Muslim community and its members.  Your support is appreciated

.
Aalim
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ENRICH ME WITH KNOWLEDGE.
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ISLAM WAS THE LARGEST WORLD RELIGION





At the time when Columbus(October 1492) sailed to the New World, Islam was the largest world religion, and Islam was the only world religion that showed itself capable of expanding rapidly in areas as far apart and as different from each other as Senegal in northwest Africa, Bosnia in the Balkans, Java in Indonesia, and the Philippines.  With Catholisation of the North, Central and South Americas, Christianity superseded Islam. Now it is the responsibility of every Muslim to do Da'wah and bring Islam back to the status of the largest world religion.








EDITOR’S NOTE:





Articles on issues related to Deen al-Islam or the Muslim World are invited for publication.  Writers of all published articles will receive free copies of Aalim for one year.  The Editor reserves the right to accept, reject, abridge  or edit any article received for publication in Aalim.   Articles published in Aalim can be reproduced in any other publication with due acknowledgment.  All articles for publication and letters should be mailed to the Editor (see page 1 for the address.)








MUSTAFA EDUCATIONAL NETWORK TRUST (MEDNET) "RUBBAN" 2-2-11/1, A-3 DURGABAI DESHMUKH COLONY HYDERABAD-500 007, INDIA





The MEDNET under the Chairmanship of Prof. S. Manzoor Alam, former Vice-Chancellor, University of Kahsmir has published 32 monographs on various subjects of Islam. The whole set of 32 monographs will cost US$100.00 including packaging and mailing charges by registered post. Some of the titles are: Basic Tenets of Islam, Zakat, Islam the religion of peace, Qur'anic Encouragement to Scientific Research and Acquisition of Knowledge, Salah, Qur'anic Verses Classified by Scientific Themes, Natural Resources, Modern Technology and Qur'anic Approach, etc.








TALENT PROMOTION TAAWUN TRUST, 3 PALM GROVE ROAD, VICTORIA LAYOUT,


BANGALORE 560047, INDIA Phone: 80-554-4483





For more than a decade Talent Promotion Taawun Trust is awarding scholarships, financial assistantships and educational loans to undergraduate, graduate and professional (Engineering, Medicine, etc) degree students living in different parts of India. Now they are extending their awards to encourage students pursuing Journalism, Arts, Architecture, etc.


Please donate generously for a good cause to TALENT PROMOTION TAAWUN TRUST whose address is shown above.








Essay Competition





Due to poor response, the results of the essay competition have been deferred.  Further information will be given in the next issue.











a Reminder





If you have not yet renewed your membership to the Islamic Research Foundation (IRF), please do so today.  Dues for 1998 are $20.00 for members and $10.00 for students.
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One-Quarter Page 	$50	The Islamic Research Foundation


One-Eighth Page		 $30	7102 Shefford Lane West


Front Cover, inside 	$300	Louisville, KY 40242-6462


Back Cover, inside 	$225	Telephone & FAX No. (502) 423-1988
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